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IN HONOR OF 7TH LANCE 

CORPORAL JAMES R. SARGENT 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 7, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today, 7th Lance 
Corporal James R. Sargent USMC, was laid to 
rest at Arlington Cemetery after being listed as 
missing in action for more than 37 years. 

Lance Corporal Sargent, a native of 
Anawalt, WV, was a true American hero and 
today marks the end of a long journey for his 
family and friends. 

Lance Corporal Sargent, like so many West 
Virginians, answered our Nation’s call to arms. 
He wore the uniform and gave his life for free-
dom’s cause. 

Lance Corporal Sargent was part of an artil-
lery platoon airlifted to provide support to the 
11th Mobile Strike Force, which was under 
threat of attack from North Vietnamese forces 
near Kham Duc in South Vietnam. On May 9, 
1968, the Strike Force had been directed to 
reconnoiter an area known as Little Ngok 
Tavak Hill near the Laos-Vietnam border, in 
the Kham Duc Province. Their base came 
under heavy attack by North Vietnamese Army 
troops, but after a 10-hour battle, all of the 
survivors were able to withdraw from the area. 

LCpl, Sargent, one of 13 Marines killed in 
this battle, was awarded the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation for his heroism at Ngok Tavak. 
The Bible says in the book of John, Chapter 
15, Verse 13, ‘‘Greater love has no one than 
this, than to lay down one’s life for his 
friends.’’ Today we honor not only Lance Cor-
poral Sargent, but all of the soldiers, airmen 
and Marines who, through commitment and 
courage, have answered the call to protect the 
ones they love. This is truly the greatest gift 
one can give. 

I would also like to submit for the RECORD 
The Secretary of the Navy Citation for the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation—a detailed 
account of Lance Corporal Sargent’s heroism: 

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure 
in presenting the Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation to: Detachment, Battery D, Sec-
ond Battalion, and Thirteenth Marines, First 
Marine Division (Reinforced) 

CITATION 
For heroic achievement in action against 

enemy Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
forces during the defense of the Civilian Ir-
regular Defense Group camp known as Ngok 
Tavak on 10 May 1968. The detachment, con-
sisting of one officer and 43 enlisted men, 
was tasked with the mission of providing ar-
tillery support to the camp. In the early 
morning, while providing this support to a 
mixed force of U.S Army Special Forces and 
Vietnamese irregulars, the detachment’s de-
fensive position came under attack by a de-
termined and well equipped enemy force of 
estimated battalion size. Employing an in-
tense mortar barrage, grenades and heavy 
small-arms fire, the enemy breached the 
outer defensive wire in two places and surged 
through the wire in superior numbers, 
launching a series of assaults directly 
against the small defensive perimeter the 
Marines had formed around their howitzers. 

Although seriously depleted by heavy cas-
ualties, including the detachment com-
mander and the platoon sergeant, the gallant 
men of the detachment steadfastly met and 
contained each assault with withering fire 
from automatic weapons, grenades, and 

point-blank individual weapons. On separate 
occasions, Marines braved the hail of gre-
nade fragments and automatic weapons fire 
to man a 4.2–inch mortar, an 81mm mortar, 
and a 30–caliber machine gun belonging to 
the Special Forces Detachment. Although 
continually exposed, they brought the fires 
of these weapons to bear on the attacking 
enemy and inflicted heavy casualties. 

When the survivors of the detachment were 
ordered to abandon their position, mute evi-
dence of their ferocity as fighting men lay 
about them in the form of 31 confirmed 
enemy dead. The successful evacuation of 
the position was completed under the direct 
observation and fire of the remaining enemy 
force. Accompanied by the surviving Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group forces, the men of 
the detachment marched for six hours 
through dense enemy-infested jungle until 
successfully extracted by helicopter. Of the 
original detachment, 13 Marines were killed 
in action and 20 were wounded in action. By 
their effective teamwork, aggressive fighting 
spirit, and individual acts of heroism and 
daring, the artillerymen of this detachment 
achieved an illustrious record of courage and 
skill in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps and the United States 
Naval Service. 

All personnel attached to and serving with 
Detachment, Battery D, Second Battalion, 
Thirteenth Marines, First Marine Division 
(Reinforced), during the cited action, are 
hereby authorized to wear the Meritorious 
Unit Commendation Ribbon. 
For the Secretary of the Navy, L. F. CHAP-
MAN, JR., Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF CAR-
MEN N. CIQUEIROS TAFOYA PER-
KINS MULLALY 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 7, 2005 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to take a few moments to honor my 
cousin, Carmen N. Ciqueiros Tafoya Perkins 
Mullaly, from Long Beach, California, whose 
life was cut short on September 11, 2005. 

Carmen was born in Los Angeles, California 
on September 17, 1926 and was always a 
proud Angeleno. She attended Hammel Ele-
mentary School and Belvedere Junior High, 
and graduated from Roosevelt High School in 
Los Angeles. 

Early on in life, Carmen developed a belief 
in the principles of the Democratic Party. An 
active member of the League of Women Vot-
ers, Carmen never missed voting in a single 
election. My cousin’s enthusiasm for Election 
Day was an inspiration to all those around her, 
as she often opened her own home to serve 
as a polling precinct for primary and general 
elections. 

In addition to her allegiance to the Demo-
cratic Party, Carmen loved being an Anaheim 
Angels fan. Carmen enjoyed cheering her fa-
vorite team on to victory over the years at the 
Angel Stadium of Anaheim. 

Carmen was beloved by our large family, 
and we all miss her since her passing. I know 
that my father, former Congressman Edward 
R. Roybal, will especially miss his cousin. 

Carmen is survived by her children: Virgilia 
Goodwin of Aurora, Colorado; Jack Perkins of 
Huntington Beach, California; Dwight Perkins 
of Woodburn, Oregon; Gayle Rex of Walla 

Walla, Washington; and Patrick Mullaly of 
Kennewick, Washington. She is also survived 
by her sister, Geraldine Overton of Lakewood, 
California, and by her stepchildren, Tom 
Mullaly of Irvine, California; Cindy Mullaly of 
Chicago, Illinois; and Scott Mullaly of San 
Diego, California. Carmen is also survived by 
a niece, Geraldine O. Wiese of Cornwall, Eng-
land. Carmen was preceded in death by her 
stepson, Mark Mullaly, and her husband 
Thomas J. Mullaly. 

Although my family and I mourn Carmen 
today, we are also grateful for the many happy 
moments she brought into the lives of those 
around her. Today we mourn her death and 
celebrate her abundant life. 
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RECOGNIZING THE INTER-
NATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY (IAEA) AND ITS DIREC-
TOR GENERAL, MOHAMED 
ELBARADEI, JOINT RECIPIENTS 
OF THE 2005 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 7, 2005 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the award of the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize 
to the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) and its Director General, Mohamed 
ElBaradei. Today the IAEA and Dr. ElBaradei 
were jointly awarded this most prestigious of 
awards for their active efforts against the 
spread of nuclear arms and against the mis-
use of nuclear energy for military purposes. 

As we know, Dr. ElBaradei and the IAEA 
were asked by the United Nations, at the urg-
ing of the United States, to serve the cause of 
world peace by engaging in a vigorous effort 
to find whatever evidence might exist of a Nu-
clear Weapons program in Iraq through any-
time, anywhere inspections. Dr. ElBaradei and 
the IAEA did their jobs, and the world had an 
opportunity both to serve the cause of pre-
venting weapons proliferation and heading off 
a very costly war. Unfortunately, the United 
States decided to forego this opportunity, and 
war ensued. 

Now, the world is turning once again to the 
IAEA as the only way to prevent weapons pro-
liferation in Iraq and in North Korea. Will the 
IAEA be supported this time? The Nobel Com-
mittee’s decision to recognize the work of the 
IAEA, and of Dr. ElBaradei, increases the like-
lihood that such support will be forthcoming. It 
is needed now more than ever. 

I submit below an excerpt from the press re-
lease from the Nobel Committee, describing 
why the important work of the IAEA and Dr. 
ElBaradei is deserved of such an honor. 

At a time when the threat of nuclear arms 
is again increasing, the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee wishes to underline that this 
threat must be met through the broadest 
possible international cooperation. This 
principle finds its clearest expression today 
in the work of the IAEA and its Director 
General. In the nuclear non-proliferation re-
gime, it is the IAEA which controls that nu-
clear energy is not misused for military pur-
poses, and the Director General has stood 
out as an unafraid advocate of new measures 
to strengthen that regime. At a time when 
disarmament efforts appear deadlocked, 
when there is a danger that nuclear arms 
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